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Britain: Health and the People c1000 to the present day. Part 4: Modern Medicine

Factors for change in medicine: 

Role of individuals. Luck/Chance Warfare

Religion Government Technology

1900

Branches of medicine

Treatment of disease. 
(ToD)

Surgery
(S)

Public Health
(PH)

1910 1920 1930 1940 1950

Seebohm 
Rowntree 

1901

World War One
1914-1918

Key medical developments 
during WWI:

Impact on public 
health/surgery/disease? 

 

World War Two
1939-1945

Key medical developments during WWI:

Impact on public health/surgery/disease? 

Florey and Chain

The Boer War
1899

What did the British 
army find when 
recruiting during the 
Boer War? 

How did the 
government respond 
to this? What did they 
find? 

Alexander 
Flemming

What did he do? 

What was his impact on 
medicine?

William 
Beveridge

What did he do? 

What was his 
impact on 
medicine?

Reports on lives of the poor

Charles Booth
1902

Liberal Social Reforms
Key reforms
School meals: 

Children’s health:

Poverty and housing:

Impact of social reforms on 
public health:

The Welfare 
State

Key features: 

Impact on public 
health: 

Development of the NHS

Costs of the NHS

21st Century Health Care

Growth of the 
Pharmaceutical 

Industry
Why did the discovery of 
penicillin cause this 
growth? 

Examples of companies: 

Impact: 

Antibiotic resistance
Definition:

Why does this happen? 

Examples:

Alternative medicine
Why has popularity increased? 

Examples: 

Paul Ehrlich
What did he do? 

What was his 
impact on 
medicine?

Impact of reports
How did these reports change the way people 

viewed the government? 

Modern treatments 
and surgical 

methods. 
Examples of modern 
treatments and surgical 
methods:

Causes – why have these 
developed in late 20th 
Century? 

What did they do?                                        What was their impact?
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