
GCSE History – ‘Britain: Health and the People, c1000 to the Present Day’ 
 

 

How far did surgery develop in the 20th century? 

Task 1 – Examine the image of a First World War battlefield as it appears below. Use the 

image in order to create a spider diagram of medical problems / injuries that might result 

from the method of fighting witnessed here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 2 – Using your knowledge of improvements to surgery within the 19th and 20th centuries 

draw out and complete the table set out over the page with the required information. Use 

the details on the diagram to give you some ideas as to what to include. 

 

 

Medical problems 

caused by the 

First World War 

Use of poison gas resulted in 

serious internal injuries to 

the lungs 
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