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Tasks 

 

1. Read through the events in the boxes, highlighting any key words and information. 

2. Use the date axis below to plot two living graphs; one for the development of anaesthetics, one the development of antiseptic surgery.  
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3. Write how you would describe the development of each area  (rapid/slow etc.) and which developments you think were most important for 
each area:  
 

Development of anaesthetics Development of antiseptic surgery 

 .................................................................................  

 .................................................................................  

 .................................................................................  

 .................................................................................  

 ................................................................................. 

 .................................................................................  

 .................................................................................  

 ..................................................................................... 

 ..................................................................................... 

 ..................................................................................... 

 ..................................................................................... 

 ..................................................................................... 

 ..................................................................................... 

 ..................................................................................... 

4. Explain the opposition to change that both developments experienced.  

Success criteria: Include the reactions of different groups of people, explaining ‘The Black Period’ in surgery. 

Challenge: When you’ve finished, categorise opposition into; scientific problems, practical problems and people who simply did not like 

change. 

 


