
GCSE History – ‘Britain: Health and the People, c1000 to the Present Day’ 
 

How were the first effective anaesthetics discovered? 

Task 1 – Copy out statements A-G in order of importance to show why James Simpson was 

experimenting with anaesthetic chemicals in the mid-19th century; 

 

Task 2 – Read the extract below that details how James Simpson made the discovery of an effective 

anaesthetic named, chloroform. Explain in writing, one way in which chloroform became popular in the 

19th century and one way in which people were still concerned over its use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



GCSE History – ‘Britain: Health and the People, c1000 to the Present Day’ 
 

Task 3 – Read the reasons why chloroform took time to be accepted as an anaesthetic as they appear 

below. For each reason, copy them out into a table like the one below to explain which reason for 

opposition they fit into; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scientific / Medical Beliefs Religious Beliefs Old Fashioned Beliefs 

 

 

 

  

 

Task 4 - Some of these reasons for opposition link to each other. Can you name at least two 

examples of any of the reasons that link and then explain what forms the connection  

between each? 

 


