
 

Curriculum Map – History - Year 11 
 

“Perseverance produces character, and character, hope” (Romans 5:4) 

 

 
Half term 1 Half term 2 Half term 3 Half term 4 Half term 5 Half term 6 

Key focus Early Elizabethan England, 
1558-88  
The situation on 
Elizabeth’s accession 
 
The ‘settlement’ of religion 
 
Challenge to the religious 
settlement 
 
The problem of Mary, Queen 
of Scots 
 
Superpower relations and 
the Cold War, 1941-91 
 
Early tension between East 
and West 
 
The development of the Cold 
War 

Early Elizabethan 
England, 1558-88 
Plots and revolts at home 
 
Relations with Spain 
 
Outbreak of war with Spain, 
1585–88 
 
Superpower relations and 
the Cold War, 1941-91 
 
The Cold War intensifies 
 
Increased tension between 
East and West 
 
Cold War crises 
 

Early Elizabethan 
England, 1558-88 
The Armada 
 
Education, and leisure 
 
The problem of the poor 
 
Superpower relations and 
the Cold War, 1941-91 
 
Reaction to crisis 
 
Attempts to reduce tension 
between East and West 
Flashpoints  

Early Elizabethan 
England, 1558-88 
Exploration and voyages of 
discovery 
 
Raleigh and Virginia 

 
Superpower relations and 
the Cold War, 1941-91 
 
The collapse of Soviet control 
of Eastern Europe 
 

 
GCSE revision and exam 
preparation 

GCSE revision and exam 
preparation 

 

Key knowledge 
and skills 

Identify 
Citizenship 
Inspiration 

Fact and Opinion 
Citizenship 
Independence 

Investigate 
Fact and Opinion 
Citizenship 

Identify 
Citizenship 
Communication 

  

Key words/ 
vocabulary 

Monarch 
Privy Council 
Puritan 
Religious Settlement 
Capitalism 
Communism 
Doctrine 
Airlift 

 

Catholic 
Legitimacy 
Privateers 
Vestments 
Khrushchev 
Uprising 
Ballistic missiles 
Brinkmanship 

Deserving poor 
Idle poor 
Enclosure 
Vagabondage 
Blockade 
Detente 
Gorbachev 
SALT 

Circumnavigation 
Colonisation 
Navigation 
Privateering 
Summit meeting 
SDI 
Ultimatum 
Thaw 

   

Assessment 
method 

 Mock Exam 1 covering 
taught content so far 

 Mock Exam 2 covering 
taught content so far 
 

GCSE Papers 1,2 and 3 
(TBC) 

GCSE Papers 1,2 and 3 
(TBC) 

The following curriculum map builds upon the principle of a ‘spiral curriculum’ where students will 

have developed both the conceptual knowledge and historical skills from Year 7 onwards to excel at 

both KS4 and KS5. 

Each topic is also linked to several intent keys related to the history curriculum intent. The keys are: 
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Wider links Stressing the relevance of 
religious understanding 
when faced with opposing 
views / perspectives. 
 
Opposing political ideologies 
and the reasons for conflict 
between each  

Diplomatic relations with 
other countries and the 
importance of trade during 
the period in question. 
 
Significance of the arms 
race and the impact on 
world security as a whole 
 

Humane methods of 
dealing with poverty and 
the poor as a contrast to 
earlier periods. 
 
Impact of diplomacy and 
the granting of democratic 
rights as a bargaining tool  

Impact of colonialisation on 
both colonists and native 
populations. 
 
Impact of mass protest on 
political institutions and the 
transfer of power from 
dictatorship to democracy   
  

   

Enrichment 
opportunities 
 
 

 Visit York’s Cold War 
bunker to gain an 
understanding of the 
‘nuclear threat’ facing 
people of the period. 
 

Visit Fountains Abbey, 
Ripon for an insight into the 
impact of the closure of the 
Monasteries on people’s 
lives. 
 

  Visit the Thackray Museum 
of Medicine for some useful 
‘Health and the People’ 
revision opportunities. 

 

Careers links 
 

 Secondary School Teacher  Government Advisor / Civil 
Servant 

Print / Online Journalist / 
Editor 

Business Consultancy   


