
 

Curriculum Map – Music -Year 8 
 

“Perseverance produces character, and character, hope” (Romans 5:4) 

 

 

Half term 1 Half term 2 Half term 3 Half term 4 Half term 5 Half term 6 

Key focus Marvel & Lord of the Rings  Music for Film and Gaming  History of Pop 50s+  Introduction to Rap 
(70s/80s+)  
  

EDM & Bhangra  
(80s/90s+)  

History of Pop  
80s+  
  

Key knowledge 
and skills 

• Performing using Musical 
Devices e.g. Leitmotif, 
Melodies.  

• Pitch  

• Programmatic Music  

• Orchestral Music2  
 

• Composing using 
Musical Devices   

• e.g.  

• Riff 1-Ostinato  

• Sequence  

• Pedal Note  

• Ensemble skills4  

• Melody and 
Accompaniment  

• Vocal Opportunities: 
Songs  
 

• Beatboxing  

• Rap  

• Riff 2- Samples & 
Loops  

• Music Technology  

• Vocal Opportunities: 
Rap  
 

• UK Dance   

• Riff 3- Loops from other 
Cultures  

• Northern Hindustani 
Music  

• Bhangra  

• Music Technology  2  

• Vocal Opportunities: 
Vocal Samples  
 

• Ensemble skills5  

• Chords & Bassline  

• Vocal Opportunities: 
Song 

 
 

Key words/ 
vocabulary 

Leitmotif, Major, Minor, 
Tempo, Dynamics, Piano, 
Ostinato.  
  
Stretch & Challenge; 
Diminished, Chromaticism, 
Sustain Pedal.  
  
  

Leitmotif, Major, Minor, 
Diminished, Tempo, 
Dynamics, Ostinato, Pedal 
Note, Sequence, Chord 
Cluster.  
  
Stretch & Challenge; 
Chromaticism, Sustain 
Pedal, Melodic fragment.  
  

Bar, Time Signature, 
Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass, 
Electric Guitar, Bass Guitar, 
Drum Kit, Keyboard.  
  
Stretch & Challenge; 
Rhythm Guitar, Lead 
Guitar, Synthesiser.  

Lyrics, Loop, Four to the 
floor, BPM, Sample, DAW, 
Rhyming Couplets, 
Beatboxing, Sampling.  
  
Stretch & Challenge; 
Urban, Graffiti, MC, 
Breakdancing.  
  

Sitar, Dhol, Tabla, Tala, 
Cyclic Rhythm, Loop, 
Punjabi, BPM, Sample, 
DAW.  
  
Stretch & Challenge; 
Tumbi, Delay, Reverb.  
  

Bar, Time Signature, 
Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass, 
Electric Guitar, Bass Guitar, 
Drum Kit, Keyboard.  
  
Stretch & Challenge; 
Rhythm Guitar, Lead 
Guitar, Synthesiser.  
  

Assessment 
method 

Performance  
  

Composition  Performance  Composition  Composition  Performance  

Wider links Links to:  
History- German Nationalism 
and development of Nazism 
and WWII.  
  
English- Tolkien & Lord of 
the Rings.  
  
Drama- Gesamtkunstwerk & 
Bayreuth.  

Links to:  
Media- Film and Gaming  
  
Drama- Programmatic 
music  

Links to:  
Technology- Development 
of the electric guitar.  
  
Science- Synthesis  
  

Links to:  
Dance- Breakdancing  
  
Art- Graffiti  

Links to:  
Geography- Music of 
northern India and Punjab.   
  
  

Links to:  
I.T- Development of music 
apps and streaming.  
  
  

Enrichment 
opportunities 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=H40ApNnu5EA  
  
https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=3JeuQ-CA67w  

https://www.scienceandme
diamuseum.org.uk/  
  
  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesi
ze/topics/zbw7pv4/articles/
zrrnpg8?scrlybrkr=471092a
3  
  

https://www.incredibox.com
/demo/  
  
(Alpha, Little Miss, Sunrise 
& The Love are all free.)  

www.soundtrap.com  
(Students are supplied with 
a school account.)   
  

https://www.britishmusicexp
erience.com/  
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Curriculum Map – Music -Year 8 
 

“Perseverance produces character, and character, hope” (Romans 5:4) 

  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/progra
mmes/articles/4gdCGV8y3gx
dkKrq3HP8S3M/ride-of-the-
valkyries-from-die-walkure-
by-richard-
wagner?scrlybrkr=471092a3  
  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesi
ze/guides/zv89dxs/revision/
1?scrlybrkr=471092a3  
  
  

https://www.beatlesstory.co
m/beatles-timeline  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesi
ze/topics/z3dqhyc/articles/z
vtjwty  
  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesi
ze/guides/zt2v34j/revision/3
?scrlybrkr=471092a3  
  
https://www.kalasangam.or
g/education-and-
outreach/activity-packs/  
  

Careers links 
 

Musical Theatre  
  
  
  
  

Film Composer   
  
  
  

Working in teams; different 
job roles to achieve a 
common goal.  

Careers in Urban Arts.  
  
  

International work.  Music app development.   
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