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MOST evidence suggests that in the early sixteenth
century ordinary people were still quite happy with
the Church. They did not mind that services and
churches had not changed much since the Middle
Ages. But in the 1500s this situation changed.

People began to criticise the Church. They said it
was too wealthy and did not use its money to help
the poor. Instead, the bishops and the monks in
MONASTERIES lived in luxury.

Many priests and bishops had several jobs. This
meant they couldn’t do them all properly. Some
priests never visited their parishes, leaving people
who could not read or write to take the services.

The services and the Bible were still in Latin. Many
people said they found it difficult to feel close to God
if they couldn’t read the Bible for themselves or
understand the services.

In England, a group called the Lollards had been
making these criticisms for years. Then in 1519 in
Germany a monk called Luther attacked the Catholic
Church. He was especially angry about the idea of

- paying to have your sins forgiven (indulgences).

Soon many people joined Luther in protesting
against these things. They were called ‘Protestants’.
The changes and reforms the Protestants brought
about in churches all over Europe are known as the
Reformation.

Henry VIII

When King Henry VIII of England first heard of.
Luther’s ideas he wrote a book defending the
Catholic Church. Yet by 1536 he had declared
himself, rather than the Pope, to be head of the
English Church, and had closed down all the
monasteries in England.

Do these events show that
Henry was a Protestant, or did he

ha\{e other reasons for these
actions?

1. Look at Sources 1-3. Which
of Henry's actions seem to
support the Protestants?

2. Which seem to support the
Catholics?

> SOU.RCE 1 Engraving showing
the punishment of monks in 1535.
They had stood up to Henry and

refused to recognise him as Head
of the Church
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SOURCE 2 Religious policies of Henry VIII

to the Pope from the English Church.

1534 Act of Supremacy made the king head of
the English Church instead of the Pope.

1536 Smaller monasteries dissolved (closed

beliefs and Catholic church services; said
Protestants were to be persecuted.
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1536. He was persecuted by Henry, and later
execqted by the Holy Roman Emperor for translating
the Bible into English so that ordinary people could
read it

3. Look back at Sources 1-3. Which of these
statements do you most agree with now?
m ‘Henry couldn’t decide if he supported the
Catholics or the Protestants.’
m ‘Henry supported whoever would help him
get what he wanted.’
m ‘Henry generally supported the Catholics,
but went along with Protestant ideas when
they could get him what he wanted.
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Why did Henry close the monasteries?

Most of the monasteries and nunneries in England
were supposed to follow strict rules, laid down by
Saint Benedict 900 years earlier. These showed how
monks and nuns were meant to live. The rules made
sure they devoted their lives to God and to helping
other people.

SOURCE 4 The rules for monks and nuns

150 hey should:

W /ive as poor people

® not marry or have sexual relationships

® Jook after the poor, the sick and the old

m give shelter and food to travellers

B eat simply and fast regularly. Their main meal
at two o'clock should be fish, vegetables and
bread. No meat was allowed

m wear simple, rough clothes

m sleep in dormitories with the other monks or
nuns. Have just a mattress, blanket and pillow on
their bed .

B help to educate children

W Copy out precious or rare manuscripts.
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1 ;gr:tsoi? giﬁ’gg?ﬁégﬂ;ﬁg&gﬂ?@ggﬁforgi;iiter’ 1. Look at Source 5. What examples are there of | | 6. Do you think Henry VIII
i a ey iag-
| ; : monks not living as they should? closed the monasteries:
i i ! E;a tl%()fg;e mggﬁe?ﬁz ilrjgp‘gcati)]rzovﬁgr% g?;;f gﬁfﬁf 2. What was the rr?ost corr%mon crime reported? B because they were so
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1 EnOnaSteﬁ]esi:ﬁ;esfrin&i%igkt?gg ?nlgrs.g i?}tggzlby 4. Does the evidence in Source 5 prove that the ® for other reasons?
f lHINES W y monasteries were corrupt and should be Explain your answer by
| closed down? referring to the evidence on
l pages 28-30.
SOURCE 5 Extracts from some of the reports The inspectors did not visit all the monasteries
Cromwell received they reported on. lnstead pf a personal visit they » SOURCE 8 Fountains Abbey,
a) About Crossed Friars monastery, London oféen%rt]lst asked people lnl/mg close by to tell them which fell into ruins after it was
: Sind s : what the monastery was like. Id off by Henry VIII
‘kF ound the prior at that time in bed with d woman, Most monasteries had also been regularly visited | °° 4
[ 2t both naked, about 11 o'clock in the mor, ning. 9 Dy their local bishop. The bishops usually came to Edward VI
b) About an abbey near Chichester diﬁereI“tJ“dsgﬂtf“ts to tge "”Sp‘éctor s "}?r When Henry died in 1547, his only surviving sor;)
' ; example, at Shulbrede in Sussex Cromwell’s - Edward became king at the age of nine. He had been
¢ ;‘he[,gbbey ofEsseb?ugng e nioos Inspectors reported that the prior had seven educated as a Protesgtant. Edward's Protestant
e el o e;rpzverg/. ot oo | mistresses. The bishop, on the other hand, said all advisers influenced him to change official policies on
oo - We were compelled to ride out of our was well. religion. Real changes in the services and beliefs of
‘Way to WaverleyAbbey to lodge. i, e Chu} ch began to take place.
¢) About Langdon in Kent SOURCE 6 Robert Aske explains why he and
‘k I spent a good time knocking at the abbot’s door., thousands of others in northern England rebelled SOURCE 9 Religious policies of Edward VI

short pole-axe standing behind the door, and with

: L The closing of the monasteries means that ck on the belief in Purgatory and the practice
it | aashed the door to preces. About the house | J 7 g g

religious services will not be carried out, and the " | of saying prayers for the dead. :
9 | poor will not be looked after. The monasteries are 4 1549 Priests were allowed to get married. The

nefther sound nor sign of life appearing, | found a ‘Fgamt Lenyin 1536 61547 Chantries were dissolved— this was an

90, and find his woman,

d) About Woolsthorpe in Lincolnshire much loved by the people. 9 | Catholic church did not allow priests to.marry.
6B/ write to You in support of the house of : 1552 A new Protescﬁnt JF[’Tra;'.ﬂ?g7 Book was_n
‘ - ' ‘ : introduced for the Church, with services i
e e oo e pcledihanng SOURCE 7 By a modern historian English, not Latin. Remember that the Prayer
' eight religious bersons, being priests of right

Book laid down all the beliefs of the Church.

: good conversation and living religiously, having | $BHenry's normal income before 1536 was about
| such qualities of virtue as we have not found the £100,000 a year. Between 1536 and 1547 he
like in any place. : i, received an extra £140,000 a year from the 4 ,
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SOURCE 10 Changes in the new Prayer Book

‘l The Mass was abolished and replaced with the
ommunion service. At communion the bread and

dissolution of the monasterjes.
e) About St Edmund's monastery, in Suffolk L

66 The Abbot delighted much in playing at dice and.jn

that spent much money. For his own pleasure e 3. Does the new evidence you havejust read the wine only represented Christ, they did not
has had lots of beautifiy/ buildings built, show why it is important for historians to look become Christ. It was a service of remembrance,
) About oSt i ; 9 atas much evidence as possible? N0t & sacrifice

_ ' S aeonven : _ W Altars were replaced by simple tables.

19 could not find oyt anything bad about the In 1536 the smal] monasteries were dissolved B Priests no longer wore the elaborate LS
convent, no matter how hard I tried, | believe | (closed down). In 1539 all the big monasteries were vestments popular in Catholic churches. B . Wine foh
couldn't find anything because everybody had got | -also dissolved. Not one monastery was left in B Finally, the idea of Predestination was AERIIUNIoN; ComMmUniOi RNy
together and agreed to keep the convent's England. The King took much of the land ang the dccepted, This was the belief that it had already & pead \ e
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enough pieces of the Holy Cross to make a whole GENTRY. Some abbey buildings fell into ruin, some Heaven or Hell. You could not buy your way to :

Cross, i - :
LA 9 ?:Eﬁgfa?;wate houses while a few became heaven by good works or prayers for your soul, 99 SOURCE 11 Achurch {0 Ecward's rerer
30

31




