The causes of the First World War: was war inevitable in 1914?
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Ruth Henig, The Origins of the First World War (1989)

Looking back, what seems odd is not that war broke out in
1914, but that it had not broken out sooner. The years 1870—-
1914 saw Europe stacking up resentments and tensions, like
a fireworks manufacturer stuffing a rocket with gunpowder.

Task 2: Look at sources A and B. In your book, write a short Task 3: Read through Henig’s scholarship about the causes of the war.

Task 1: Read through the Story of the causes of WW1. For each
paragraph, you need to create a ‘title’ on one side, and a short

summary (two bullet points maximum) on the other.

description of the message of each source. Then answer the question Highlight what you think are the three most important sentences. In your
“What do these sources tell you about how likely people thought war | book, answer the question “To what extent does this historian think war was
was?” inevitable in 1914?”
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